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8Trivia

did you know that ...

The hippo is extremely unpredictable, making it the most 
dangerous mammal in Africa. Hippopotamus is Greek for 
"river horse." Their teeth are so huge that they need large 
cavities in their heads to accommodate them!

A general rule of thumb when trying to detect how 
venomous scorpions are is to look at the size of their 
pincers and tail. If they have large pincers and a slim tail, 
it's likely that their sting will not be very venomous, but 
small pincers and a fat tail spell trouble.

The black mamba snake has a head the shape of a coffin 
and is, in fact, grey. It gets its name because its mouth is 
black. It has extremely fast-acting and potent venom.

African hunting dogs are some of the most efficient 
predators in Africa with an average 80% of hunts 
resulting in a successful kill compared with a lion's 10%. 
An average pack will consume a Thomson's gazelle in 10 
minutes.

Fish eagles have remarkable sight and can see well 
through water. They dive feet first at high speed to 
grapple their aquatic prey.

Honey badgers have been listed in the Guinness Book of 
Records as "the most fearless animal on the planet." They 
have been known to drive lions off their prey.

The intelligent and much loved bottlenose dolphins herd 
fish like dogs herd sheep, singling out weak individuals 
for attack. Their sophisticated echo system helps them 
work out how far in front and in what direction their prey 
is moving.

Regarding redback spiders – only the females are 
dangerous to humans but they are also deadly to male 
redbacks and often eat the males when they mate.

Ghost bats are the only carnivorous bats in Australia. 
They get their name from the extremely thin membrane 
of their wings and their ghostly pale fur.

(nationalgeographic.com)
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Dates in
History

On the
Lighter Side

(history.com)dixonvalve.com
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For additional information, please call Dixon Sanitary at 
800-789-1718, or visit dixonvalve.com.

The teenager lost a contact lens while playing basketball 
in his driveway. After a fruitless search, he told his 
mother the lens was nowhere to be found.
Undaunted, she went outside and in a few minutes 
returned with the lens in her hand.
"How did you manage to find it, Mom?" the teenager 
asked.
"We weren't looking for the same thing," she replied. 
"You were looking for a small piece of plastic. I was 
looking for $150."

A customer in a bakery was observed carefully examining 
all the rich-looking pastries displayed on trays in the glass 
cases. When a clerk approached him and asked, "What 
would you like?" he answered, "I'd like that chocolate-
covered, cream-filled doughnut, that jelly-filled doughnut 
and that cheese Danish."
Then with a sigh he added, "But I'll take an oat-bran 
muffin."

Cleaning your house while your kids are still growing
is like shoveling the walk before it has stopped snowing.

A father said to his son, "When Abe Lincoln was your 
age, he was studying books by the light of the fireplace."
The son replied, "When Lincoln was your age, he was 
President."

Doctor: "Ever had an accident?"
Rancher: "No."
Doctor: "Never had an accident in your whole life?"
Rancher: "Well, last spring I was out in the pasture and a 
bull tossed me over the fence."
Doctor: "And you don't call that an accident?"
Rancher: "No. I think the bull did it on purpose."

(oneliners-and-proverbs.com)

Applications: •  Used in the sanitary industry for 
isolation or diversion of product

Sizes: • 1" to 4"

Features: • Can be serviced in field
• Manual or automated
•  Various control top options and body 

configurations
•  CIPable

Materials: •  Body: 316L stainless steel
•  Stem Seal: Buna, EPDM, FKM
•  Seat Seal: Buna, EPDM, FKM, PTFE

Approval •  3A

On October 1st, an act of Congress created 
Yosemite National Park, home of such natural 
wonders as Half Dome and the giant sequoia 
trees. Environmental trailblazer John Muir 
(1838-1914) and his colleagues campaigned 
for the congressional action, which was signed 
into law by President Benjamin Harrison 
and paved the way for generations of hikers, 
campers and nature lovers, along with 
countless “Don’t Feed the Bears” signs.

1890 

On October 9th, the Hoover Dam began 
sending electricity over transmission lines 
spanning 266 miles of mountains and deserts 
to run the lights, radios, and stoves of Los 
Angeles. Initially named Boulder Dam, work 
on the dam began under President Herbert 
Hoover’s administration but was completed as 
a public works project during the Roosevelt 
administration (which renamed it for Hoover). 
When it was finished in 1935, the towering 
concrete and steel plug was the tallest dam in 
the world and a powerful symbol of the new 
federal dedication to large-scale reclamation 
projects designed to water the arid West. In 
fact, the electricity generated deep in the 
bowels of Hoover Dam was only a secondary 
benefit. The central reason for the dam was 
the collection, preservation, and rational 
distribution of that most precious of all 
western commodities, water.

1936

On October 11th, a man from Belgium named 
Luc Costermans set a new world speed record 
for blind drivers: 192 mph. Costermans set the 
record in a borrowed Lamborghini Gallardo 
on a long, straight stretch of airstrip near 
Marseilles, France. He was accompanied 
by a carload of sophisticated navigational 
equipment as well as a human co-pilot, who 
gave directions from the Lamborghini’s 
passenger seat.
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